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Discussion Group Leaders
Assistive Technology - Diane Nelson Bryen, Ph.D. (PA UCEDD)
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Dr. Diane Nelson Bryen has worked toward making the goals of independence, productivity, inclusion, and full participation a reality for and with people with disabilities.  As professor of Special Education since 1973 and Executive Director of Temple's Institute on Disabilities, Pennsylvania’s University Center for Excellence since 1992 through to her retirement in 2008, Dr. Bryen has been a leader, mentor, advocate, teacher, and friend in the disability community.  Her vision is translated into action in a variety of ways. As a professor, mentor, and advisor at Temple University, she has influenced the lives of thousands of undergraduate and graduate students.  As a writer, she has published extensively targeting both the academic and the disability communities.  As Director of Pennsylvania’s University Center for Excellence, she has founded several unique programs that directly impact the quality of life of people with disabilities today and in the future. As an advocate, she has worked with local, state and national systems to secure needed services and supports so that people with disabilities can have the full opportunity to live, go to school, work, and form meaningful relationships just like their nondisabled peers. As a researcher, much of her work and that of her students has been consumer-focused, consumer-driven, and policy relevant.  Dr. Bryen served on several statewide, national and international boards. Her many contributions to improving the quality of life of and equal justice for people with disabilities have been widely recognized (i.e., the first annual Temple University Great Teacher's Award; the 1996 Humanitarian Award from United Cerebral Palsy of Pennsylvania; the ACES Free Speech Now Award in 1992; two leadership awards from the Administration on Developmental Disabilities; the Temple University Stauffer Award for distinguished service in 2006; and the Distinguished Achievement Award from the Association of University Centers on Disability in 2007. 

Contact Information:


Diane Nelson Bryen, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita
Institute on Disabilities, Temple University
Telephone: 215.204.1356
E-mail: diane.bryen@temple.edu
Community Planning and Recreation - Keith Christianson (UT UCEDD)
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Keith Christensen is a faculty member in the Department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, and a research scientist with the Center for Persons with Disabilities, at Utah State University.  Keith’s research emphasizes the planning and design of socially inclusive environments, human rights, and social justice.  Currently, Keith is involved in the planning and design of a number of inclusive environments; research on the social barriers and inclusive design approaches to recreation; directs the Beyond Access program, a national technical assistance program on inclusive recreation environments for individuals with disabilities; is involved in rural community planning activities throughout the intermountain west; advocates for socially equitable community planning; and conducts a number of federally supported research programs investigating the relationship between the built environment and the behavior of individuals with disabilities.
Contact Information:
Keith Christianson

Research Scientist

Center for Persons with Disabilities, Utah State University
Telephone: 435.797.3997

E-mail: keithc@cpd2.usu.edu
Cognitive Disability and Technology - Clayton Lewis, Ph.D. (Coleman Institute) 
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Dr. Clayton Lewis is a Professor of Computer Science, Fellow of the Institute of Cognitive Science, and Scientist in Residence at the Coleman Institute for Cognitive Disabilities at the University of Colorado, Boulder, where he has been based since 1984. He is well known for his research on evaluation methods in user interface design. Prior to joining the University of Colorado, Clayton was Manager of Human Factors at IBM’s Watson Research Center. He was named University of Colorado President’s Teaching Scholar in 1989, a life title signifying the University’s highest award for teaching. He served as Computer Science department chair from 1999 to 2003. He earned an AB in mathematics from Princeton University, an MS from MIT, for interdisciplinary study in mathematics and linguistics, and a PhD from the University of Michigan in experimental psychology. 

Contact information:

Clayton Lewis, Ph.D. 
Professor

Department of Computer Science

Telephone: 303.349.2867
E-mail: clayton.lewis@colorado.edu

Curriculum Design - Denise de la Garza (TX UCEDD)
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Denise De La Garza holds a doctorate in Special Education, is a Licensed Professional Counselor, and has taught at the University of Texas at Austin for more than 14 years. A qualitative researcher, she has worked on a wide variety of research and evaluation projects. As the Director of Interdisciplinary Training at the Texas Center for Disability Studies she collaborated on the development of an online Disability Studies curriculum.  Her research interests are multicultural issues, gender and disability, qualitative research, and mental health. She is the parent of an 18 year-old son who has a disability.
Contact information:

Denise de la Garza

Training Director and Coordinator for Distance Learning

Texas Center for Disability Studies

Telephone: 512.232.0743

E-mail: denisede@mail.utexas.edu
Health Care "AS A SYSTEM" at Community Level - Bob Griss (Institute of Social Medicine & Community Health)

Bob Griss is a sociologist who was drawn to a disability perspective on health care reform based on the protected status of persons with disabilities under civil rights laws combined with their tendency to have higher health care costs and lower incomes in our market-driven health care system.  After working for Wisconsin’s Department of Health and Social Services, the World Institute on Disability, and the United Cerebral Palsy Associations, he was the first to successfully use the Americans with Disabilities Act in health care in 1991-92 by challenging aspects of the methods of administration of the Oregon Medicaid waiver program which discriminated against persons with disabilities.  He then set up the Center on Disability and Health where he specialized in applying the ADA to health care funded through Medicaid, Medicare, and private health insurance, and to influence federal legislation and regulations as a Co-chair of the Health Task Force of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities.  He is currently Executive Director of the Institute of Social Medicine and Community Health where he is developing more generic strategies for using nondiscrimination principles as a basis for public accountability in health care delivery at the community level.  

 
Contact Information
Bob Griss

Institute of Social Medicine & Community Health

Executive Director

Telephone: 571. 282.3283
E-mail: Bgrisscdh@aol.com
Health Promotion & Disease Prevention - Ilke Riddle, Ph.D. (DE UCEDD)
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Ilka K. Riddle received her Ph.D. in Human Development and Family Studies from the University of Delaware in 2006. She is currently the Project Director of the Center for Disabilities Studies' "Healthy Delawareans with Disabilities: Bridging the Gap" project funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Dr. Riddle leads a variety of health and disability initiatives, including the development of a statewide strategic plan on health and wellness for individuals with disabilities in Delaware, a training program for exercise facilities on accessibility and inclusion of individuals with disabilities, and a medical transition initiative for young adults with disabilities and special health care needs and their families. She is also an adjunct faculty member in the department of Human Development and Family Studies at the University of Delaware and serves on various councils and committees in the disability community.  

Contact Information:
Ilka Riddle, Ph.D.

Center for Disabilities Studies, University of Delaware

Telephone: 302.831.6974
E-mail: ikriddle@udel.edu 
Participatory Action Research and Underrepresented Groups - Barbara Wheeler, Ph.D. (CA USC UCEDD/LEND) 
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Dr Barbara Wheeler is the Associate Director of the USC UCEDD in Los Angeles.  She has spent much of her career exploring ways to assure access to information and systems by under-represented groups, including individuals with intellectual disabilities and individuals and their families from diverse cultural groups.  She will discuss some of the lessons learned from her work in PAR, which began in 2004 when she was invited to join a multi-site team preparing a large National Science Foundation grant to fund a Center for Assistive and Interactive Robotics (CAIR) led by the USC Viterbi School of Engineering.  She provided the participatory action research framework for the Center, and was influential in (1) adding the Deputy Director of the CA Department of Rehab. (a man who describes himself as “no arms, no legs”) to the National Advisory Board, (2) assuring that the Center’s “transfer of research knowledge” plan included making information accessible and understandable by users and beneficiaries of the research, (3) creating partnerships between community and university for the Center in shaping the research agenda.  She is currently Co-PI for a recently funded NIH Partners in Research Grant awarded to the USC Center for Genomic and Phenomic Studies of Autism.  In this grant she is helping to research and create effective methods to build university/community partnerships to increase the recruitment of under-represented minorities in large research efforts.  During this discussion, she will dialogue with participants about how PAR reflects universal design principles for research.

Contact information:

Barbara Wheeler, Ph.D.

Associate Director, USC UCEDD

Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, USC Keck School of Medicine

Telephone: 323.361.3829

e-mail: bwheeler@chla.usc.edu
Smart Homes – Jeffrey Darling (Rest Assured®) and Duane Tempel (Sound Response)
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Jeffrey Darling, president of Rest Assured, LLC®, has worked as an administrator of health related services for the past 28 years. Recognizing the need for a less intrusive, more efficient method of delivering home based services to those with special needs, Jeff conceptualized the patented method associated with Rest Assured®. His innovative approach to provision of services led to his receipt of the Outstanding Professional Achievement Award by the National Conference of Executives of The Arc in 2005. Jeff also services as the president of Wabash Center, A CARF accredited not-for-profit community rehabilitation program in Lafayette, Indiana. He holds a Bachelors of Arts degree in psychology from Northeastern Illinois University, A Master of Arts degree from the School of Social Service Administration, University of Chicago and a Master of Business Administration degree from the School of Business, Indiana Wesleyan University. In addition, his credentials include certification by the Academy of Certified Social Workers, plus licensure as a Certified Clinical Social Worker and Comprehensive Health Facility Administrator. 

Contact information:

Jeffrey Darling

President

Rest Assured®
Telephone: 877.338.9193 ext. 306

e-mail: JDarling@RestAssuredSystem.com

Duane Tempel

Waisman Center: Community Outreach Wisconsin
Telephone: 608.265.3470
E-mail:tempel@waisman.wisc.edu
Transportation - Karen Wolf-Branigin (Easter Seals Project ACTION)

Karen Wolf Branigin is the Director of Training and Technical Assistance with Easter Seals Transportation Initiatives. Her current work includes directing training and technical assistance programs designed to enhance learner knowledge and provide skill building opportunities to support community members in their efforts to solve problems and improve policies, services and outcomes. These training and technical assistance programs focus on improving accessible transportation services and successful implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Karen came to Washington, D.C., as a 2001 Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Public Policy Fellow and worked for Senator John D. Rockefeller IV of West Virginia. Prior to this she was the Associate Director for Community Support at Developmental Disabilities Institute at Wayne State University in Detroit, MI. It was at this University Center on Disabilities that Karen was privileged to support individuals with intellectual disabilities and families in reaching their dreams for full community inclusion. She also worked with human service providers to guide them in improving their service delivery systems to support the self-determined lifestyles desired by the people they served.  

Karen has a Masters in Social Work, Social Welfare Policy and Planning from The University of Michigan. She began her career working in direct service. She learned her greatest lessons about oppression and injustice in the early 1980’s when she worked at a large institution for people with intellectual disabilities, which was finally closed in 1984. 

Contact information:

Karen Wolf-Branigin

Training and Technical Assistance Manager

Easter Seals Project ACTION

Telephone: 202.347.3066

E-mail: kwolfbranigin@easterseals.com
Web Accessibility for Cognitive Disabilities - Cynthia Rowland, Ph.D. (UT UCEDD, LEND) and Brian Brown (AbleLink) 

Dr. Cyndi Rowland is the Associate Director of the Center for Persons with Disabilities (CPD) at Utah State University where she directs projects on technology and disability. She is the Executive Director of WebAIM (www.webaim.org) and the Technology Director of the National Center for Disability and Access to Education (NCDAE; www.ncdae.org) appointed by the U.S. Access Board to serve on the Section 508 refresh committee. Dr. Rowland currently directs two federally-funded grants in web accessibility.  The first will develop evaluation tools so web developers consider the needs of those with cognitive disabilities. The second will develop materials useful for institutional strategic planning on web accessibility and self-study as part of the accreditation process.

Contact information:

Cynthia Rowland, Ph.D.
Center for Persons with Disabilities
Telephone: 435.797.3381
E-mail: cyndi@cpd2.usu.edu
Contact information:

Brian Brown

AbleLink

Telephone: 719.592.3047

E-mail: brian@ablelinktech.com
Supported in part by the Coleman Institute for Cognitive Disabilities      1

